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Vintage
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2021

2020

2021

2020

Wines

Grabenwerkstatt
Riesling Ried
Trenning

FX Pichler Loibner
Riesling Ried
Loibenberg

Bernhard Ott
Ried Rosenberg
10TW
Feuersbrunn
GrUner Veltliner

Bernhard Ott
Ried Spiegel
10TW Griiner
Veltliner

Pichler-Krutzler
Steiner Riesling
Ried Pfaffenberg
Alte Reben
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STEPHAN REINHARDT
8th Dec 2022 | The Wine Advocate (/articles/the-wine-advocate)

advocate?issue=xS7ZYTciZZABHAZYZ)

After 2013, 2015 and 2019, 2021 is considered the next "historic'
growing regions along the Danube, including Vienna and the Wei
season was relaxed, and it did not become hectic in plant protec
harvest, which fell in a sunny period, while the nights were pleas
to take one's time with everything without being sloppy, and it se
time—perhaps too much at times. Many 2021 wines—here the fi
Riesling and Gruner Veltliners from single vineyards—are ripe ar
their depth and density, they sometimes lack verve, finesse and .
time, the acids were as high as seldom, especially in the Veltliner

usually found in Riesling. | wonder if this scared a few winemake
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Just-ripe Griiner Veltliner berries in a box at FX Pichler

Again and again, | encountered lactic instead of spicy tones in thi
infrequently, the wines remained ponderous and clumsy on the-
sunny years, Gruner Veltliner tends here and there to be plump .
a consequence of drought stress, too-high yields and a too-late ¥
is a man-made problem for which the variety cannot be blamed.
and dry, Veltliner berries store phenols for protection, while stre

stops working and remains motionless until things around it rela

| was almost never speechless with amazement at this year's tas
Grabenwerktsatt, Alzinger, Hirsch, Ott and Prager der den Pichle
examples—and my mood was rather in a minor key when | was 1
than 300+ wines after a six-day tasting marathon in Grafenegg ai
then tasted another 100+ at wineries afterward. However, due tc
fewer wineries than usual; in general, this report covers fewer wi
when | spent several weeks in Austria, especially along the Danu|
move on again after 12 days. Therefore, | could not taste the win
also in Carnuntum, the emerging red wine region south of the D:
remained unfulfilled. At least | was able to taste about 100 red w
(Leithaberg and Eisenberg), but these and other wines will come

focusing on Blaufrankisch at the end of January.
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Where the streets have no name but the vineyard

But back to 2021 and its course. The vintage took off late, actuall
with power. Budding and flowering were late, but the thunderstc
24, one fell in the northern Weinviertel and caused devastating c
July, a hailstorm hit the Wachau villages of Ruhrsdorf and Rossat
Duarnstein and Loiben vineyards as well as vineyards near Gottwe
The sunny month of July was followed by a dull, wet and cool Aug
1, the magic came over the land: six weeks of non-stop sunshine
rainy days. And then, from the middle of the month, came the cc
weeks, temperatures rose steeply during the day and fell just as
The grapes thanked us with fresh and concentrated fruit aromas
Oidium, peronospora and undesirable botrytis nests had no cha
conditions. "In some areas, veteran grape growers and winegrow
had never seen such beautiful, perfectly healthy grapes at harve:
AWMB's vintage report.
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For the "extremists," the grape harvest actually began at the end
dragged on until the end of October—at least in the cool Spitzer
| would have liked to have met Martin Muthentaler, who had tak

an opportunity to spend another vacation in southern Europe.

Wachau landscape

The winegrowers along the Danube can be satisfied not only witt
grapes but also with the harvest quantity: the 2021 vintage is in |
average. Neighboring countries could only dream of this, especic
2021 brought an absurdly small harvest.

As always, the vineyard work, especially also the defoliation, the
the harvest time play a decisive role in the subsequent quality of

the grapes had great acidity levels with all ripeness, possibly req:
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fermentation. The fact that the alcoholic fermentation was joinec
fermentation may have happened in some cases, while in others
only bad thing is when you smell and taste it. Personally, | don't |
then also doesn't really get going, | can't rate it as well as the rep
vintage" 2021 should actually lead one to expect, despite all its n
are not good if they are due to drought stress. The German (and
reduction has also taken hold in Austria. Thus, it is becoming inci
discern the true character of a wine behind one that is all too firr
more, briskly sulfured, filled early and sealed under screw cap. L
malolactic fermentation or pain through reduction: it is by no me
white wines from the Danube when ambition and firmness will d
harmony out of the wine. Whether they are then actually as gooc
creators prophesied remains to be seen. But | doubt it. There are
being turned at the same time.

FX Pichler vines in Wachau terraces

Elsewhere, however, nothing is being turned at all, not even the
the Wachau, for example, | am concerned with the paradox that
coexist from a single vineyard: the light, fresh Federspiel and the
Smaragd. It is one thing that here and there a shot or three of Fe

~
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nelp to give the I1atter more Tresnness and tension. However, the
brought out of one site at all can only lead to the conclusion that

decide which style best expresses the site. Or does one not want

FX Pichler Kellerberg

| personally adhere to the modular principle: The more parcels ir
Loibenberg, for example, that are cultivated by one producer, th
possibilities for assemblage. In cool years, the piece at the edge «
may not ripen properly, then it deserves to be downgraded, to a
example. In warm years, however, the late-ripening piece can giv
the hot tub the necessary momentum or cool spice. In my opinic
suffer from the fact that they are made from grapes that are too
as long as the market in Austria likes to drink exactly these unex
exciting wines, this will hardly change. But success does not alwe

while everywhere in Europe people are struggling to express sin
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the sake of individuality and diversity, in the Wachau they are sti
that had been a correct response to the wine scandal in 1986. Al
however, the winegrowers are faced with completely different ct
longer be met with must weight classes if one wants to be progre

made themselves too comfortable in the good old parlor?
If other producers did the same, we would never have exciting e:

Pinot Noir from the Wagram or Kamptal or Blaufrankisch from tt

what we want?

f (https://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=1523507334639053:

W (https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.robertg
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This report features 69 white wines took over the M
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The Wine Advocate Comments Section

Please observe the following:

e Comments should be relevant to this article/reviewer.
e Any questions or concerns unrelated to this article or reviewer should be submitted via the Support button in the bottc
e Please be kind and respectful.
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