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Austria's single-vineyard
releases in 2023 – Wachau

Our fourth report on the wines shown at the 2023 ÖTW Single Vineyard Summit. See also
Paula and Julia’s reviews of ÖTW Grüner Veltliner and of Riesling and other white
varieties, as well as Julia’s report on the reds and her take on the Erste Lage debate. Up next:
Steiermark. Above: Paula's Dürnstein workspace.

Julia writesJulia writes The final day of Austria’s Single Vineyard Summit was given over to the
Vinea Wachau, as it was last year for the first time.

About 95% of the Wachau’s vineyards are farmed by the members of Vinea Wachau,
founded 40 years ago and open to all producers in the region whose vineyards and winery
are within the Wachau (with some leeway for vineyards that straddle more than one
region). There are more than 200 members.

Like all other Austrian wine regions, the Wachau has its own DAC, which includes the
three-tier pyramid of estate, village and single-vineyard wines. The region’s wines and even
some of the single vineyards – for example Achleiten, Hochrain, Singerriedel – are already
known and respected around the world.

Uniquely among Austrian wine regions, they use a trademarked three-tier nomenclature
for their dry wine styles based on ripeness: Steinfeder, Federspiel and Smaragd, from
lightest to richest, as enshrined in their 2006 Wachau Codex. The vast majority of the
wines in this tasting were classified as Smaragd, though in 2022 their power, richness and
acidity were generally less marked than in 2021.

Vinea Wachau’s collaboration with the ÖTW private growers’ association that organises
the week-long series of tastings is notable. They do, however, insist on holding their tasting
at Schloss Dürnstein in the Wachau rather than at Schloss Grafenegg, where all the other
tastings are held. Apart from climbing the steep cobbled hill through the village, with a
suitcase, it was no hardship to travel to this beautiful spot, tasting on a terrace by the river.

The view from Dürnstein

Michael Moosbrugger, president of the ÖTW, may dream of the day when Wachau
growers join the ÖTW but I cannot see this happening as there would be no obvious
benefit to them, especially now that they, too, will be able to use the term Erste Lage on
the label if they decide to take that route. (As I explained in my article about the dilemma
faced by winegrowers in all regions thanks to the recent legislative change, Wachau growers
seem less keen than most to do so.) It is not clear what sort of adaptation to the Austrian
wine law would be needed to allow the Wachau producers to keep their style terms in
conjunction with the use of the term Erste Lage but, as Chris Yorke, head of the Austrian
Wine Marketing Board, said in his presentation of the new law, ‘Austria is great for
compromise’.

So that Paula and I had a chance to taste both Riesling and Grüner Veltliner, we split the
tasting by village, dividing the list alphabetically not geographically, so you may find Vinea
Wachau’s vineyard map (below) helpful as you scroll through the tasting notes.

It is impossible to see the glorious detail at this scale but the interactive map on the Vinea
Wachau website allows you to not only zoom in on each named vineyard but also see a
description of the soils and the topography.

Since proximity to the river and exposure to the sun, are key factors in the way the vines
ripen, it is important to note that the westernmost villages such as Elsarn and Viessling in
the Spitz Valley are much further from the Danube and cooler. Also, while most vineyards
are north of the river and therefore mostly south- or south-east-facing, some, for example
in Mautern, where the valley is broader, and Mitterarnsdorf are south of the river and less
consistent in this respect. The vineyards are also typically much steeper, and more often
terraced, than in the Kremstal. However, date of harvest may be even more decisive for
wine style. Soils vary but there is generally more granite and less loess than in Kremstal and
Kamptal.

Almost all the wines in the tasting were from the 2022 vintage because, as Dürnstein
winegrower and Vinea Wachau president Emmerich Knoll Jr pointed out, most of the
2021s are sold out. I found the Rieslings to be more open than the Grüner Veltliners, more
‘extrovert’ to use Knoll’s words. As Paula describes below, it was a difficult vintage,
requiring many more pickers than usual – and more passes through the vineyard to clean
the vines (ie to remove damaged or rotten fruit) before the healthy fruit could be picked.
Yields for the Smaragd wines were lower than average because some of the fruit usually
destined for Smaragd was diverted to Federspiel.

As a result of the weather conditions, some wines showed a lack of depth on the mid
palate, particularly noticeable in the Grüner Veltliners. Mathias Hirtzberger considers
2022 to be nearly as good as the very fine 2021 vintage but more especially for Riesling. He
explained that with Grüner Veltliner it is critical to get the right balance between phenolics
and acidity and this was more difficult in 2022 because the dry, hot period from mid June
to the start of August resulted in water and heat stress for the vines, giving rise to high
levels of phenolics.

However, there were many excellent exceptions. Among the wines I tasted I would
highlight Gritsch Mauritiushof’s full-bodied but elegant Kalkofen Riesling and Mathias
Hirtzberger’s Kollmütz Grüner Veltliner, which had intensity without being overweight.

Many wines from the village of Weissenkirchen – especially those of Toni Bodenstein at
Prager – were impressive, both Riesling and Grüner, although some wines from the
Achleiten vineyard were not as intense as I might have expected. This just goes to show
that a potentially great vineyard also relies on a great winegrower to manage and interpret
the vintage conditions.

There was a clutch of particularly fine Rieslings from the Loibenberg vineyard in the
village of Unterloiben. I’d pick out those of Emmerich Knoll but also Frischengruber’s
impressively intense example and the tightly wound and finely textured bottling by Simon
Gattinger, at 26 the youngest member of the Vinea Wachau independently running a
winery. He has made a great start to his Wachau winemaking career having taken on the
family vineyards in 2017 after study and travel, with continued involvement from his
father, Leo, who manages the vines.

Simon Gattinger and his parents

Paula addsPaula adds ‘We’ve never had such a labour-intensive year’, Emmerich Knoll Jr told me,
referring to 2022. Although the vintage started similarly to 2021 in the Wachau, with a
mild, dry winter and slightly delayed budbreak, April showers carried well into June, when
the humid, warm nights created significant disease pressure in the vineyard. July and the
first half of August turned dry and hot, slowing down ripening. Finally, with harvest on
the horizon, the weather turned cool and wet. October proved drier, but also (overly)
warm. ‘We made pass after pass in the vineyard to the point where it felt like we were
harvesting berries instead of bunches. There was simply so much to sort.’ However, while
volumes were lower than average, the quality of the fruit that remained was reported to be
good.

Emmerich Knoll Jr

An ethos of austerity permeated the 2022s that I tasted, especially when it came to Grüner
Veltliner. The Rieslings showed cool and crisp, with a gentle, focused acidity and elegant
fruit. While the restraint and lower alcohol levels in both varieties was admirable – even
welcome in a region prone to opulence – the leanness resulted in an unusual, minimalistic
expression.

By contrast, the handful of 2021s presented showed greater concentration and complexity.
The difference, said Knoll, could in part be attributed to the 35 mm (1.4 in) of August rain
in 2021. This moisture, followed by a sunny, dry autumn, helped the grapes achieve a
higher level of ripeness. Also, the botrytis that developed could be used, in small amounts,
to give additional depth and power to the wines. The 2022s didn’t have this advantage: the
rains came later and encouraged more rot than botrytis. 

As we sat to taste vintages past, current events were drawing our eyes to the future. A
severe hail storm hit the western part of the Wachau on the night of 26 August (the same
storm system that affected nearly 600 ha (1,480 acres) of vineyards in Germany’s
Wonnegau and northern Pfalz, with reported losses of 30–100%), just days before the
Single Vineyard Summit. Ten years ago, the idea of night hail was unimaginable, but today
it is an ever more frequent occurrence. As many of the vintners noted in one way or
another, at this point one can only trust that the work put into the vineyard, as well as the
health of the soil and the vines, will be enough. Mother nature, as always, gets to make the
final call.  

The 121 tasting notes below are grouped by village ordered from west to east along the
Danube as follows:

Elsarn
Viessling
Spitz
Mitterarnsdorf
Sankt Michael
Wösendorf
Joching
Weissenkirchen
Rossatz
Dürnstein
Unterloiben
Mauternbach
Mautern

Within each village the wines are ordered alphabetically by site name but you can change
this.

Elsarn

Josef & Georg Högl, Brandstatt Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Elsarn. Terraced vineyard facing south and south-west at 308–472 m elevation
around 3 km from the Danube. 
Smells like ripe pears and melon. Sleek palate with a quiet acidity and good citrus
refreshment. A stony, focused austerity and highly textured palate shape the
jubilant, juicy concentration. Pears return for a final adieu on the warm finish.
(PS) 14%
Drink 2024 – 2029

16.5

Dom Wachau, Brandstatt Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Elsarn. Terraced vineyard facing south and south-west at 308–472 m elevation
around 3 km from the Danube. 
Aromas of lemon tart and ripe peach, meadow flowers and orange blossom.
Delicate, nuanced fruitiness on the palate is shattered by piercing lime and salty
jagged edge. Plenty of power bubbles and boils beneath the crystalline surface.
Vibrant, stony and long. (PS) 12.5%
Drink 2023 – 2031

17

Viessling

Graben Gritsch, Bruck Riesling Federspiel 2022 Wachau

Viessling. South- and south-west facing, 2.8 km from the Danube, terraced, up to
480 m. Sandy soil over acidic gneiss with high stone content. 
Delicately and invitingly aromatic: pure, stony lemon, really stony but that could
also be a touch of SO  at this young stage (making me sneeze). Tight, lean,
almost austere. Terrific freshness is almost too much without a little more depth
in the middle but it is just within the bounds of light Federspiel. (JH) 12%
Drink 2024 – 2027

16

Josef & Georg Högl, Bruck Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Viessling. South- and south-west facing, 2.8 km from the Danube, terraced, up to
480 m. Sandy soil over acidic gneiss with high stone content.
Mineral flashes as on the Graben Gritsch Federspiel but a darker sort of
minerality, more dark rock than crushed stones, and a deeper citrus aroma with a
light hint of spice. Chewy, quite powerful, with a drive to a long finish even
though there is only moderate weight on the mid palate. More open on the nose
than on the tight-laced palate. (JH) 13%
Drink 2025 – 2030

16.5

Josef & Georg Högl, Bruck Alte Parzellen Riesling Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Viessling. South- and south-west facing, 2.8 km from the Danube, terraced, up to
480 m. Sandy soil over acidic gneiss with high stone content. Parcels of older vines. 
Remarkably closed on the nose at first. With air, there's a creamy, spicy citrus
intensity but it is not singing at the moment. On the palate, tight, intense but
not as rich as I expected and modest alcohol for a Smaragd. Lightweight but
reasonably long. (JH) 12.5%
Drink 2024 – 2029

16.5

Gritsch Mauritiushof, Kalkofen Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Viessling. The village of Viessling is in the far west of the Wachau region, hence just
over 2 km from the river. Steep, terraced vineyard with arid, shallow soils. 
At first more restrained than some of the more open Rieslings in this vintage,
but with air there's a lovely hint of just-ripe apricots and ripe pear. One of the
few full-bodied Smaragd 2022s in this line-up but pulled in for elegance on the
crisp finish. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2033

17

Piewald, Kalkofen Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Viessling. The village of Viessling is in the far west of the Wachau region, hence just
over 2 km from the river. Steep, terraced vineyard with arid, shallow soils. 
Smoky, spiced aroma of just-ripe pears and plenty of white pepper. Juicy and
peppery on the palate but not particularly intense. A light yet persistent
Smaragd. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2028

16.5

Graben Gritsch, Schön Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Viessling. Steep terraced slope at 277–477 m, next to Bruck, 2.4 km west of the
Danube curve. Stony gneiss soils are deeper and more humus-rich than those of
Bruck. 
Initial impression was so dusty/stony that I thought it must be a clean glass (they
often smell dusty) but it's not. The wine is marked by the aroma of crushed
stones yet there is very nice fruit underneath, broad, spicy pear. Broad rather
than deep, creamy cool and harmonious without great intensity. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2028

16.5

Josef & Georg Högl, Schön Alte Parzellen Grüner Veltliner
Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Viessling. Steep terraced slope at 277–477 m, next to Bruck, 2.4 km west of the
Danube curve. Stony gneiss soils are deeper and more humus-rich than those of
Bruck. 
Tighter and more lemony than some of the Smaragd Grüner 2022s, with that
marked stony character less obvious on the palate but it is seriously peppery and
crisp. Firm and slightly chewy texture. This has good depth and really good
harmony between fruit and structure. Long, too. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2030

16.5

Dom Wachau, Schön Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Viessling. Steep terraced slope at 277–477 m, next to Bruck, 2.4 km west of the
Danube curve. Stony gneiss soils are deeper and more humus-rich than those of
Bruck. 
Scented peppery citrus with caressing yet still fresh creamy palate but not
without a suggestion of minerality. Opens up to more spice. Elegant, restrained
rather than powerful. Lightish and persistent. (JH) 13%
Drink 2024 – 2028

16.5

Spitz

Christoph Donabaum, 1000-Eimerberg Riesling Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Spitz. South- and south-east-facing site rising directly at the banks of the Danube,
with a front face composed of paragneiss and marble. Up to 313 m elevation.
Ripe aromas of blood peach and lime. Sleek sweet-sour citrus freshness. Firm
stony backbone adds depth and length. Lifted juiciness, light-bodied and
beautifully balanced. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2023 – 2032

16.5

Gritsch Mauritiushof, 1000-Eimerberg Riesling Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Spitz. South- and south-east-facing site rising directly at the banks of the Danube,
with a front face composed of paragneiss and marble. Up to 313 m elevation.
Smells like peach tart and lemon curd. Zesty and focused with a mouth-watering
sour-fresh appeal. Thrilling contours with tangy notes of pink grapefruit and
sorrel. Chalky finesse on the long finish. Loads of stony power swathed in a
refined and noble fruitiness. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2034

17.5

Strawanzer - Donabaum, 1000-Eimerberg Grüner Veltliner
Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Spitz. South- and south-east-facing site rising directly at the banks of the Danube,
with a front face composed of paragneiss and marble. Up to 313 m elevation.
Lively tropical-fruit and mandarin aromas, a light note of spice. Stony minerality,
moderate concentration and an appealing lime-drop finish. Juicy and fresh
despite the high alcohol, with just the right amount of tension to keep things
interesting. (PS) 14%
Drink 2023 – 2029

16.5 +

Dom Wachau, Axpoint Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Spitz. South-facing, sheltered site at 205–293 m on loess.
Stony and herbal refreshment, candied orange-peel aromas. A nod to citrus fruit
but otherwise embraces a stony and bony character. Verdant, fresh and long.
(PS) 13%
Drink 2023 – 2030

16.5

PAX, Biern Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Spitz. Terraced vineyards facing south and south-east at 261–415 m nearly 2 km
from the Danube.
Bright notes of candied lime peel and peach. Fruit purity and stony finesse on
the focused palate. Juicy concentration, an edgy saltiness and a long chalky
finish. A guided tour of stones and texture on a racy citrus current. (PS) 12.5%
Drink 2024 – 2033

16.5

Piewald, Biern Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Spitz. Terraced vineyards facing south and south-east at 261–415 m nearly 2 km
from the Danube.
Same fresh peach quality as in the PAX expression. Aware, awake but still
somewhat shy even as the Smaragd weight evolves in the glass. Fleshy on a stony
backbone. Dense and chewy. Luminosity is traded for layering with stone, spice
and a fine lemon-peel refreshment on the long finish. Wait for it. You're
welcome. (PS) 13%
Drink 2025 – 2033

17.5

Franz Hirtzberger, Hochrain Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Spitz. A subsite of Axpoint at 226–267 m with deep and nutrient-rich subsoil.
Wide and sweeping aromas of apricot and clementine, white blossom and
herbal/citrus accents. Sudden switch to a deeper, warmer and more complex
orange profile on the palate. Grippy texture, good concentration, and a long,
saline finish. Still waiting for all the pieces to find their proper place. (PS) 13%
Drink 2024 – 2031

17

Christoph Donabaum, Offenberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Spitz. A steep, south-facing site at 253–406 m with very thin soils and narrow
terraces, between Zornberg and Setzberg.
Shy citrus nose, clementine and kumquat. Fine-grained chalky texture on a bed
of freshness. A bit restrained on all fronts. (PS) 13%
Drink 2024 – 2030

16

Strawanzer - Donabaum, Offenberg Riesling Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Spitz. A steep, south-facing site at 253–406 m with very thin soils and narrow
terraces, between Zornberg and Setzberg.
Concentrated tropical fruit and spice. A bit candy-like in the aromas, lemon
drop and lime bonbon. Highly textured with a drying, heady finish. Hints of
blossom honey on the finish. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2023 – 2030

16

Johann Donabaum, Setzberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Spitz. Large (41.4-ha) site facing from west to south-east at 216–392 m with
largely sandy stony soil over paragneiss. 
Delicate yellow fruit and dominant spice. Highly textured with good acidity and
a notably juicy citrus concentration. Dry and delightful with plenty of space to
grow. (PS) 13%
Drink 2023 – 2030

16.5

Thomas Gritsch, Setzberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Spitz. Large (41.4-ha) site facing from west to south-east at 216–392 m with
largely sandy stony soil over paragneiss. 
Bright citrus and yellow-fruit aromas. Moderate concentration and lively acidity.
Apple and lemon mingle with an elegant stony spice. Like so many wines in the
Spitz, the juiciness shows an admirable restraint, focusing the site's power into
momentum instead of mass. Dry and zesty. (PS) 13%
Drink 2023 – 2031

16.5

Franz Hirtzberger, Setzberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Spitz. Large (41.4-ha) site facing from west to south-east at 216–392 m with
largely sandy stony soil over paragneiss. 
Smells like tropical fruit and red apple. Focused with layers of herb/savoury
citrus and stone. Luminous freshness, firmly etched lines and fantastic shades of
colour within. Beautifully complex and long. Still very much at the beginning
but for certain a fine future lies ahead. (PS) 13%
Drink 2024 – 2034

17.5

Schneeweis, Setzberg Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2021 Wachau

Spitz. Large (41.4-ha) site facing from west to south-east at 216–392 m with
largely sandy stony soil over paragneiss. 
Herbal spice and wet stone, cardamom and white pepper, wild mint. Gentle
acidity, silken texture. Touch of bitterness emerges on the long, grapefruit finish.
Refined citrus refreshment. (PS) 14.5%
Drink 2024 – 2030

16.5

Gritsch Mauritiushof, Singerriedel Grüner Veltliner Smaragd
2022 Wachau

Spitz. Steep, terraced site with aspects varying from west to south at 208–328 m.
Shallow, sandy soils on paragneiss.
Enchanting aromas of yellow fruit, meadow flowers and kumquat. Lavish and
complex, while still dizzyingly fresh. Spice and depth. The best of old-school
Wachau power with modern, tailored precision. Give this one a few years yet.
(PS) 14%
Drink 2025 – 2034

17 ++

Franz Hirtzberger, Singerriedel Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Spitz. Steep, terraced site with aspects varying from west to south at 208–328 m.
Shallow, sandy soils on paragneiss.
Ripe citrus fruits, white blossoms. Fresh and peachy with edgy herbal
refreshment. Playful and meandering, raw-silk texture and a long stony finish.
Beautiful balance. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2023 – 2032

17 +

Hofstätter, Singerriedel Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Spitz. Steep, terraced site with aspects varying from west to south at 208–328 m.
Shallow, sandy soils on paragneiss.
Fresh orchard-fruit aromas of apple and clementine, some tropical elements
hang out on the juicy extremes. Finely textured, and tastes more like the dry,
honest delight of the 2021 than many of the 2022s so far. There's a lot to love
here with a certain focused generosity. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2023 – 2033

16.5

Dom Wachau, Singerriedel Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Spitz. Steep, terraced site with aspects varying from west to south at 208–328 m.
Shallow, sandy soils on paragneiss.
Piercingly fresh, focused and verdant. Peach and apricot, grated lime peel.
Clarion citrus precision and moderate concentration on the sleek, dry palate.
(PS) 13%
Drink 2023 – 2031

16.5

Johann Donabaum, Spitzer Point Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Spitz. Creamy, tropical and apple fruit, herbal spice. Lively acidity and good
concentration. Characteristic Grüner Veltliner Smaragd style with elegant
precision. Full-bodied mouthful of spice and stone. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2029

16

Thomas Gritsch, Spitzer Point Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Spitz. Delicate citrus aromas, lime juice and rock dust. A riper, apple note
emerges in advance of a bitter, herbal finish. A bit slim on the mid palate marked
with refreshing bits of lime. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2027

15.5

Franz Hirtzberger, Steinporz Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Spitz. South-east-facing site at 235–416 m.
Sweeping notes of ripe pineapple, melon and lemon, detailed with white
blossom. Yet the generosity never compromises the focus nor the grace.
Controlled citrus edges and a delicate grip, finely saline on the long finish. Equal
parts vibrant and elegant with notable potential. (PS) 13%
Drink 2024 – 2032

17 +

Lagler, Steinporz Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Spitz. South-east-facing site at 235–416 m.
Herbal aromas mingle with ripe stone fruit. Broad and generous with good

15.5
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Herbal aromas mingle with ripe stone fruit. Broad and generous with good
concentration. Delicate grip and a spicy, somewhat warm, finish. (PS) 14.5%
Drink 2023 – 2027

Lagler, Steinporz Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Spitz. South-east-facing site at 235–416 m.
Flinty with a bit of tractor dust and ripe stone fruit. Creamy citrus dreamscape
with a soft acidity and ripe, lemon-meringue finish. Old-school Smaragd with
power and weight but in this vintage it really works. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2023 – 2031

16.5

Johann Donabaum, Vogelleithen Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Spitz. Eastern extension of the Biern vineyard. The south-east-facing location is
entirely composed of terraces at 251–364 m. 
Spicy herbal freshness, sorrel and white blossom. Vibrant and verdant and
beautifully open already. Mouth-watering acidity and elegance on the lithe
palate. Nearly German in its sprightly momentum with a delightful, dry and
sour appeal. (PS) 13%
Drink 2023 – 2032

17

Mitterarnsdorf

Bergkirchner, Hoferthal Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Mitterarnsdorf. North-west facing, 216–268 m elevation. 
Lemon oil and leafy green herbs. Sleek palate with subtle fruitiness. Mostly
defined by an oily minerality on the palate. Verdant and stony far more than
fruity. Fresh citrus finish. (PS) 13%
Drink 2023 – 2032

16.5

Karl Schütz, Poigen Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Mitterarnsdorf. 211–320 m elevation. Continuous area between Bacharnsdorf
and Mitterarnsdorf. Sea sediments on a substrate of marl. 
A delicate citrus/herbal character defines the wine from nose to palate. Pretty
aromas, with a shy charm. Beautifully balanced with salt sketching and stony
depth. Its delicacy does make me wonder if it has enough staying power and
foundation for the long term. But to drink now – highly recommended. (PS)
13%
Drink 2023 – 2029

17

Sankt Michael

Atzberg, Obere Steilterrassen Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022
Wachau

St Michael. Very pale gold and noticeably deeper in colour compared with all the
Kremstal wines I have been tasting. (This was the first Wachau wine of the day.)
Deep, gently spiced pear. With a touch of apricot. Lighter on the palate than I
expected from both the aroma and the abv but the samples were very cold at the
start of the day. Open, broad and relatively soft but balanced by a sour-fresh
finish. (JH) 14%
Drink 2025 – 2032

16.5

Wösendorf

Schwaiger, Bachsatz Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Wösendorf. This is the lower part of Gaisberg. At 220–237 m, south- and south-
east-facing. 
Darkly spicy aroma, really spicy, with ripe pears and white mushroom. Creamy,
too. On the palate, big, powerful, with more spice than fruit flavour. Slightly
brash overall but no lack of flavour even if there is a hint of something sour on
the finish. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2025 – 2028

15.5

Gritsch Mauritiushof, Hochrain Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Wösendorf. Terraced vines at 215–380 m with south-east orientation. Fertile black
soil over loess. 
Ripe pear fruit, open and aromatic as the wine warms in the glass. An intensely
creamy note (lees effect?). Highly textured on the palate too, both creamy and
with the grain of fresh pairs. A big, creamy, rounded wine, powerful and deep,
with balancing freshness. But more power than elegance. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2025 – 2032

16.5

Rudi Pichler, Hochrain Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Wösendorf. Terraced vines at 215–380 m with south-east orientation. Fertile black
soil over loess. 
Peppery and open in this slightly warm sample (the ambient temperature on this
sunny terrace is at least 27 °C, even with the shades pulled down, and the wines
warm quickly). Broad, spicy and slightly sour on the finish. A big wine balanced
by the fresh aftertaste but a bit of an awkward adolescent at the moment. (JH)
13%
Drink 2025 – 2030

16

Rudi Pichler, Hochrain Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Wösendorf. Terraced vines at 215–380 m with south-east orientation. Fertile black
soil over loess. 
Spicy like the Rudi Pichler Hochrain Grüner but more sharply defined by its
stony/mineral lemon fruit. Powerful and so spicy on the palate, it almost
obscures the fruit but the crisp intense lemon flavours surge through on the
finish. Powerful but needs time to mesh. (JH) 13%
Drink 2025 – 2032

16.5

PAX, Höll Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Wösendorf. South- and south-east-facing terraces at 236–390 m. 
Here the citrus fruit is more to the fore compared with the Grüner bottling from
this site just tasted (Weinhauerei 378, Höll Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2021),
combined with an attractive stony/mineral quality that I am not finding so much
on the 2022 Smaragds. Bright, crisp, vibrantly fresh finish. (JH) 12.5%
Drink 2025 – 2032

16.5

Weinhauerei 378, Höll Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2021 Wachau

Wösendorf. South- and south-east-facing terraces at 236–390 m. 
Pure, intense fruit – pears, peach and citrus. Marked creamy impression on the
nose and in the texture. Intensely spiced on the palate, so much so that it covers
the fruit. Very peppery on the palate. A bit one-sided but long and fresh. (JH)
13.5%
Drink 2025 – 2028

16.5

Rudi Pichler, Kirchweg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Wösendorf. Only 74 m from the Danube, relatively flat site. Loess soils. 
Bright, pretty lemon and apricot nose. Pure and sweet-fruited. Straightforward,
full-fruited and crisp but a little bit simple at the moment. (JH) 13%
Drink 2024 – 2027

16

Machherndl, Kollmütz Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Wösendorf. Terraced vineyards at 218–248 m with vines facing different
directions. Stony, sandy and slightly calcareous soils.
Pure, clean, bright citrus. Both limey and with a hint of crushed stones. Deep
and richly fruited on the palate. Not complex but with good depth and length,
especially at this more modest alcohol level. More complexity to come. (JH)
12.5%
Drink 2026 – 2033

16.5 +

Rudi Pichler, Kollmütz Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Wösendorf. Terraced vineyards at 218–248 m with vines facing different
directions. Stony, sandy and slightly calcareous soils.
Sour-fresh aroma of pear and something slightly woody (but not oaky). On the
palate, just slightly harsh with a bitter aftertaste. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2027

15.5

Weinhofmeisterei Mathias Hirtzberger, Kollmütz Grüner
Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Wösendorf. Terraced vineyards at 218–248 m with vines facing different
directions. Stony, sandy and slightly calcareous soils. 
An aroma of peaches and green fruits, rich and vibrant on the palate with
excellent freshness. Full of energy and intensity without any heaviness. (JH)
13.5%
Drink 2025 – 2034

17

Joching

Holzapfel, Kollmitz Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Joching. Facing south-east at 236–363 m elevation. Paragneiss with carbonate. 
Charming yellow fruit, deeply spicy. Powerful and concentrated presence with a
fine-grained texture. Long, saline finish. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2023 – 2028

16

Machherndl, Kollmitz Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2021 Wachau

Joching. Facing south-east at 236–363 m elevation. Paragneiss with carbonate. 
Lemongrass, lanolin and white blossom. Racy sour freshness with a luminous
purity. All piercing citrus and light. A stony, shaping undercurrent propels the
wine forward. Stunning even if embryonic. Worlds away from ripe fruit baskets,
this one is likely to polarise with its dark outlines and rigid structure. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2030

16.5

Weinhofmeisterei Mathias Hirtzberger, Kollmitz Riesling
Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Joching. Facing south-east at 236–363 m elevation. Paragneiss with carbonate. 
Pure grapefruit and meadow flowers. Juicy palate with sleek acidity and
charming concentration. Lime peel and rock salt. An absolute and impressive joy
and further proof that it is possible to dance in the Wachau. (PS) 13%
Drink 2023 – 2030

17 +

PAX, Pichl Point Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Joching. High plateau (216–292 m) with deep soils generally characterised by thick
layers of loess. 
Opulent with fruity concentration, gentle acidity and moderate weight. Ripe
apple, deep spice, and bitter orange. A full-bodied demonstration of stature
through a show of power. (PS) 13%
Drink 2023 – 2029

16

Jamek, Steinwand Grüner Veltliner Federspiel 2022 Wachau

Joching. Stony terraces beneath the Pichl Point vineyard. 203–237 m elevation. 
Incense, herbal with drying mountain herbs. Supple, concentrated palate –
especially for a Federspiel – with a citrus/herbal edge. Fruit is seemingly
irrelevant. Racy acidity and a savoury finish. This one needs time. (PS) 12.5%
Drink 2023 – 2028

16.5

Weissenkirchen

Holzapfel, Achleiten Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Weissenkirchen. Just 27 m from the Danube, terraced with slopes of 41–83%,
facing west and south-east, stretching up from the river all the way to the forest.
Extremely complex and diverse range of soils.
This smells riper and creamier than the Dom Wachau version, with an almost
vanilla sweetness and apple fruit. Then rather dilute on the palate. Fresh enough
but lacks intensity, especially for a Smaragd. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2026

15.5

Jäger, Achleiten Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Weissenkirchen. Just 27 m from the Danube, terraced with slopes of 41–83%,
facing west and south-east, stretching up from the river all the way to the forest.
Extremely complex and diverse range of soils.
Sweet citrus and ripe-pear aroma. Creamy and rounded on the palate,
harmonious but lacks depth. Then at the very end, a little bit hard on the finish.
(JH) 14%
Drink 2024 – 2027

15.5

Jäger, Achleiten Riesling Federspiel 2022 Wachau

Weissenkirchen. Just 27 m from the Danube, terraced with slopes of 41–83%,
facing west and south-east, stretching up from the river all the way to the forest.
Extremely complex and diverse range of soils.
This has Achleiten spice, but also sweet citrus. Tight, stony and with more acid
tension than intensity but a well-balanced Federspiel on the leaner side of things.
(JH) 12.5%
Drink 2024 – 2026

16

Prager, Achleiten Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Weissenkirchen. Just 27 m from the Danube, terraced with slopes of 41–83%,
facing west and south-east, stretching up from the river all the way to the forest.
Extremely complex and diverse range of soils.
Spicy, almost a little bit savoury/mealy first impression. Peppery pears, and
sweeter-fruited with air. Dry, textured, medium weight on the palate but long
thanks to the texture. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2025 – 2030

17

Prager, Achleiten Stockkultur Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Weissenkirchen. Just 27 m from the Danube, terraced with slopes of 41–83%,
facing west and south-east, stretching up from the river all the way to the forest.
Extremely complex and diverse range of soils. Stockkultur refers to individually
staked vines, usually densely planted. 
Creamy pears and citrus, very pure impression of fruit. A touch of spice on the
palate. Elegant and persistent – a beautifully balanced wine in the context of this
vintage. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2025 – 2028

17

Prager, Achleiten Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Weissenkirchen. Just 27 m from the Danube, terraced with slopes of 41–83%,
facing west and south-east, stretching up from the river all the way to the forest.
Extremely complex and diverse range of soils.
There's a hint of creamy sweetness initially on the nose, giving way to spicy citrus
and a lightly smoky minerality. Deep, with more intensity than many Smaragds
this year. Firm, cool, long, racy finish and a salty aftertaste. (JH) 13%
Drink 2025 – 2032

17.5

Dom Wachau, Achleiten Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Weissenkirchen. Just 27 m from the Danube, terraced with slopes of 41–83%,
facing west and south-east, stretching up from the river all the way to the forest.
Extremely complex and diverse range of soils.
This really smells like a Smaragd! It has power, too, but perhaps more
determination than depth. The spiced pear fruit drives to a long, refined finish.
Needs time. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2025 – 2035

16.5 +

Dom Wachau, Achleiten Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Weissenkirchen. Just 27 m from the Danube, terraced with slopes of 41–83%,
facing west and south-east, stretching up from the river all the way to the forest.
Extremely complex and diverse range of soils.
This has the spicy depth of the Domäne Wachau Grüner Achleiten Smaragd.
Creamy, firm, fresh, not a powerhouse but with purity and harmony. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2030

16.5

Gritsch Mauritiushof, Klaus Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Weissenkirchen. Next to Achleiten and just 25 m from the Danube. Terraced slopes
44–99% with very different subsoil profiles in the upper and lower sites, with
generally sandy, stony topsoils.
Ripe, rich spicy lemon with a hint of apricot as it opens in the glass. Broad and
intensely spicy on the palate, almost overpowering the citrus fruit, with a
creamy/mealy flavour and texture on the finish. Chewy and powerful, the spice
being the main component in the freshness. An unusually big wine in this
vintage. (JH) 14%
Drink 2025 – 2032

16.5

Jamek, Klaus Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Weissenkirchen. Next to Achleiten and just 25 m from the Danube. Terraced slopes
44–99% with very different subsoil profiles in the upper and lower sites, with
generally sandy, stony topsoils.
Dusty/stony notes at first, then intense creamy lemon, chewy and rich in texture.
A big, rounded, spicy wine with the freshness to cut through. Long and full of
fruit. (JH) 14%
Drink 2025 – 2035

16.5

Prager, Klaus Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Weissenkirchen. Next to Achleiten and just 25 m from the Danube. Terraced slopes
44–99% with very different subsoil profiles in the upper and lower sites, with
generally sandy, stony topsoils.
Seductively rich aroma of lemon and apricot with a touch of orange. Big, deep,
with piercing acidity to keep it in shape. A powerful, harmonious classic
Smaragd. Remarkable intensity in this vintage but needs time to mesh further.
(JH) 13%
Drink 2025 – 2038

17.5

Braun, Steinriegl Riesling Smaragd 2021 Wachau

Weissenkirchen. South- and south-west-facing terraced vineyard 346 m from the
Danube at 212–409 m. Gentle slopes with marble subsoil resulting in limestone in
the lower parts. 
Intense lemon and stone fruit on the nose, with a touch of white mushroom (in
a good way). Wow, this has terrific fruit intensity that is not yet married with the
high acidity. I just realised this is a 2021 and realise why it stands out for its
intensity. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2026 – 2036

17.5

Jäger, Steinriegl Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Weissenkirchen. South- and south-west-facing terraced vineyard 346 m from the
Danube at 212–409 m. Gentle slopes with marble subsoil resulting in limestone in
the lower parts. 
Ripe and peachy with a touch of spice. Deep and richly fruited and finely fresh
on the long, dry, stony finish. Quite tight at the moment. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2025 – 2030

16.5

Schmelz, Steinriegl Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Weissenkirchen. South- and south-west-facing terraced vineyard 346 m from the
Danube at 212–409 m. Gentle slopes with marble subsoil resulting in limestone in
the lower parts. 
Rich, creamy aroma of lemon and lime fruit, with an attractive hint of stone
dust. High acid on the finish gives a slightly sweet-sour effect, suggesting this
needs time to mesh. But pretty intensely fruited at the core. Needs time. (JH)
13.5%
Drink 2026 – 2033

16.5 +

Holzapfel, Vorderseiber Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Weissenkirchen. South- and south-east-facing terraced vineyard at 231–384 m.
20 cm of humus over weathered hillside debris, stones and iron oxide. 
Stands out for its pretty floral perfume and pear-drop aroma, which contrasts
with the slightly hard and spicy palate. Not a very happy whole. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2028

15.5

Prager, Zwerithaler Kammergut Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Weissenkirchen. Terraced vineyard at 207–269 m, south-facing. The parent
material consists of hillside debris with alternating layers of dark material and
light calcareous material. 
Noticeably ripe fruits, greengage and green fig but also the classic ripe, peppery
pear of Grüner Veltliner here, veering towards creamy spice. Full-bodied,
rounded yet beautifully fresh and precise on the long finish. Mouth-watering
aftertaste lingers long. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2025 – 2035

17.5

Rossatz

Josef Fischer, Frauenweingarten Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Rossatz. East-facing vineyards located on the slopes (200–246 m elevation) between
Rossatzbach and Rossatz. The nutrient-rich soil is composed of glacial loess. 
Amalfi lemon and lime peel, hints of toast and pepper spice. Supple, rich and dry
with a defining savoury/citrus character. Bright acidity; relatively simple but
delightfully juicy and long. (PS) 13%
Drink 2023 – 2027

16.5

Frischengruber, Goldberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Rossatz. Steep south-east facing terraced slope, with an incline of up to 67%. 249–
306 m elevation. 
Bright citrus juiciness is nearly irresistible. Orange peel and pineapple. Mouth-
watering and linear, limey freshness. Tautly coiled stopping just short of high
strung. Salty. A herbal, stony freshness. Lithe, lovely and long. (PS) 13%
Drink 2024 – 2032

17 +

Sigl, Himmelreich Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Rossatz. Subsite (parcel) at the heart of the Steiger vineyard at 201–213 m. 
Smells like baked lemons. Silken, concentrated palate. Fleshy and heading
towards full-bodied with a serious citrus twang. Campfire smoke, sorrel and
spice. Mildly unfocused, this one takes a meandering path to get where it needs
to go. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2023 – 2030

16

Josef Fischer, Kirnberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Rossatz. More of a high plateau than a mountain (203–224 m elevation). Massive
boulders are found in several areas, and the subsoil is composed of paragneiss with
loess topsoil.
Perfumed notes of jasmine and apple blossom, blood peach. Juicy and generous
with a dry freshness marked with the chalky dust of crushed stone. Bright citrus
on the lithe palate adds a mouth-watering sour-freshness. Relatively simple but
delightful, sleek enough to feel more Federspiel than Smaragd in its youth. (PS)
12.5%
Drink 2024 – 2032

17

Frischengruber, Kirnberg Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Rossatz. More of a high plateau than a mountain (203–224 m elevation). Massive
boulders are found in several areas, and the subsoil is composed of paragneiss with
loess topsoil.
Pink-grapefruit aromas and herbal spice. Citrus poise and precision softly relaxes
into elegant juice on a bed of stone. Chalky texture. One feels the exposed site in
the fruit austerity, piercing freshness and lingering apple finish. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2023 – 2029

16.5

Sigl, Kirnberg Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Rossatz. More of a high plateau than a mountain (203–224 m elevation). Massive
boulders are found in several areas, and the subsoil is composed of paragneiss with
loess topsoil.
Lemon oil and dried-apricot aromas with a citrus/herbal nuance. Supple and
fruity with a creamy/leesy texture. Warm and spicy on the finish. (PS) 14%
Drink 2023 – 2027

16

Sigl, Kirnberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Rossatz. More of a high plateau than a mountain (203–224 m elevation). Massive
boulders are found in several areas, and the subsoil is composed of paragneiss with
loess topsoil.
Bright pear and apple, with distracting notes of nail-polish remover on first and
second bottle (hence the minus). Juicy pear fruit on the dry palate. The acetone
note emerges on the finish as well. (PS) 13%
Drink 2023 – 2026

16 -

Dom Wachau, Kirnberg Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Rossatz. More of a high plateau than a mountain (203–224 m elevation). Massive
boulders are found in several areas, and the subsoil is composed of paragneiss with
loess topsoil.
Lime-blossom aromas with hints of nutmeg and spice. Bracing zestiness and
piercing freshness. Everything is honed to a razor-sharp point. The first sip is like
touching a live wire. Dense, stony and austere, the fruit is at this point little more
than an afterthought. Challenge not charm. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2025 – 2030

16.5 +

Josef Fischer, Kreuzberg Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Rossatz. North-facing slope (206–250 m elevation) comprised of paragneiss and
migmatite-amphibolite soils, partial terraces. 
Crisp pear, delicate herbal grace notes on a polished, stony palate. Deep spice,
well balanced and fresh with a drying, herbal finish. (PS) 13%
Drink 2024 – 2029

16.5

Josef Fischer, Kreuzberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Rossatz. North-facing slope (206–250 m elevation) comprised of paragneiss and
migmatite-amphibolite soils, partial terraces. 
Cool green herbaceousness, crisp stone fruit, crushed stone. A lithe palate
defined by racy acidity and mouth-watering sweet-sour freshness. A dry citrus
delight, vibrant and stony. (PS) 12.5%
Drink 2023 – 2030

16.5

Frischengruber, Kreuzberg Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Rossatz. North-facing slope (206–250 m elevation) comprised of paragneiss and
migmatite-amphibolite soils, partial terraces. 
Wild mint, verdant herbal character, lemon balm and candied lemon peel.
Nimble citrus freshness sprinkled with rock dust. Nuanced concentration and
tremendous balance. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2030

17.5

Frischengruber, Kreuzberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Rossatz. North-facing slope (206–250 m elevation) comprised of paragneiss and
migmatite-amphibolite soils, partial terraces. 
Bracing citrus freshness softened with notes of blood peach and mango.
Delightfully dry and refined fruit purity, taut, long, chalky finish. Still quite
closed but with a long future ahead. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2032

17 +

Josef Fischer, Mugler Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Rossatz. The steepest slopes of the town of Rossatz. North- to north-east-facing
terraces at 226–322 m elevation. 
Yellow fruit, quince. Juicy, distracted palate with soft acidity and elegant spice.
Relatively straightforward and evolved already. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2023 – 2026

15.5

Josef Fischer, Steiger Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Rossatz. Steiger is nearly 20 ha of gentle slopes (at 201–224 m) along the Danube
from Rossatzbach to the town of Rossatz. Deep, humus rich topsoil on paragneiss. 
Bright citrus aromas, herbal grace notes mark a zesty palate. Lemon freshness
with a light stony edge. Real drive on the palate, chalky finish. (PS) 13%
Drink 2023 – 2031

16.5

Dürnstein

Alzinger, Höhereck Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Dürnstein. Meagre, sandy, stony, well-drained soils on Gföhl gneiss. Aspects vary
from south-west to south-east at 209–306 m.
Ripe peach aromas, candied lime peel and a deep floral perfume. Given time, the
baby fat blows off to reveal a sleek citrus freshness. Racy acidity and a shaping,
zesty finish. Lovely, rhythmic and long. (PS) 13%
Drink 2024 – 2030

18 +

Tegernseerhof, Höhereck Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Dürnstein. Meagre, sandy, stony, well-drained soils on Gföhl gneiss. Aspects vary
from south-west to south-east at 209–306 m.
Clarion notes of orange and mango, crisp herbaceousness. A savoury nuttiness
adds depth to the refined fruit. Elegant power, supple texture and long, herbal
finish. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2023 – 2029

16.5

Alzinger, Liebenberg Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Dürnstein. Paragneiss with dark amphibolite outcrops. South- and south-west-
facing site at 203–348 m.
Smells of tinned pears and baking apples, with herbal grace notes. Structuring
bitterness on the stony palate. Powerful restraint. An imposing saline cliff that
needs time to come into balance with the lavish nose. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2031

16.5 +
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Jamek, Liebenberg Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Dürnstein. Paragneiss with dark amphibolite outcrops. South- and south-west-
facing site at 203–348 m.
Deep herbal aromas of leafy greens and wet stone, with carpaccio-thin layers of
fruitiness to soften the jagged saline edges. Stony and austere on the finish but a
warming element that marked the nose disappeared with a bit of time. A modern
interpretation of Wachau and well worth the wait. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2025 – 2030

17.5 +

Bäuerl, Kellerberg Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Dürnstein. South- to south-east facing at 204–340 m on Gföhl gneiss.
A bright and concentrated fruitiness emerges like sunbeams through the clouds.
Refreshing and juicy with lively acidity and a cooling fruit finish. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2023 – 2029

16

Bäuerl, Kellerberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Dürnstein. South- to south-east facing at 204–340 m on Gföhl gneiss.
Ripe apricot and wet-stone aromas. Lithe palate with good acidity, moderate
concentration and an elegant fruitiness. Quite expressive without oversharing.
(PS) 13.5%
Drink 2023 – 2029

16.5

Dom Wachau, Kellerberg Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Dürnstein. South- to south-east facing at 204–340 m on Gföhl gneiss.
As with the other Kellerberg wines, here too emerges a distinct peachiness, stony
and spicy flintstone, almost Riesling-like in its fruity perfume. Then on the
palate it's all Grüner Veltliner business: cool pepper spice, concentrated and
structured fruit. Fine bitterness on the long stony finish. Quite elegant in its
deliberate restraint. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2023 – 2030

17

Dom Wachau, Kellerberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Dürnstein. South- to south-east facing at 204–340 m on Gföhl gneiss.
Fresh peach and apricot impressions. One feels the shade from the tree, the
cooling summer wind through the orchard, the smell of the fruit ready – almost
– to drop. Edgy citrus on the palate, touch of drying hay and bitter orange. Crisp
and deep with a mouth-watering/sour freshness. Taut and sleek for a Smaragd
especially on the long finish. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2023 – 2032

17

Emmerich Knoll, Kellerberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Dürnstein. South- to south-east facing at 204–340 m on Gföhl gneiss.
Smells of stone, lime and wild mint. Lively, luminous and taut palate with
elegant fruit finesse and balance. A firm salty edge harnesses the deep
concentration. Still closed to all but the most superficial observations. Wait. (PS)
13%
Drink 2025 – 2032

17.5 ++

Tegernseerhof, Kellerberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Dürnstein. South- to south-east facing at 204–340 m on Gföhl gneiss.
Wet stone, drying alpine herbs, citrus hints. Quite racy on the complex palate
with the characteristic Riesling pace. Stony, appealing and zesty bitterness on the
finish. Delightful and embryonic. (PS) 13%
Drink 2025 – 2030

17 +

Emmerich Knoll, Schütt Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Dürnstein. South-facing at 208–225 m elevation with sandy, stony and deep soils. 
Bewitching notes of ripe apricot and citrus on the complex nose. A razor-sharp
and stony spice emerges on the textured palate. Saline, lemongrass, leafy green
herb, and white pepper. Highly concentrated with beautiful Riesling purity on
the long citrus finish. (PS) 13%
Drink 2025 – 2032

17.5 ++

Tegernseerhof, Schütt Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Dürnstein. South-facing at 208–225 m elevation with sandy, stony and deep soils. 
Fresh yellow-fruit aromas, drying herbs and elegant spice. Smells of cardamom
and white pepper. Supple fruit defined by an appealingly bitter stoniness.
Complex, moderate intensity with plenty of edge and spice. A bit demanding at
this point and warm on the long finish. (PS) 13%
Drink 2025 – 2032

16.5 +

Unterloiben

Bäuerl, Kreutles Grüner Veltliner Federspiel 2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. Loess soils at the foot of the Loibenberg. 228 m from the Danube. 
More mineral/stony than the Atzberg, Obere Steilterrassen. Piercingly fresh
fruit, both citrus and pear. Light, as Federspiel should be, bright, zesty and pure.
(JH) 12.5%
Drink 2024 – 2027

16

Simon Gattinger, Kreutles Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Unterloiben. Loess soils at the foot of the Loibenberg. 228 m from the Danube. 
Fragrant with fresh pears and a touch of white mushroom (but in a good way).
Medium-weight Smaragd, without great intensity on the mid palate, rather
reserved overall but fills out as it warms in the glass. Almost too young to taste. A
delicate style of Smaragd but persistent. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2027

16.5

Emmerich Knoll, Kreutles Grüner Veltliner Federspiel 2022
Wachau

Unterloiben. Loess soils at the foot of the Loibenberg. 228 m from the Danube. 
Tense, dry and stony first impression. Light, mouth-watering, bone dry but with
fine persistence. Pure and piercing. (JH) 12.5%
Drink 2024 – 2028

16.5

Emmerich Knoll, Kreutles Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Unterloiben. Loess soils at the foot of the Loibenberg. 228 m from the Danube. 
Richer and spicier than Simon Gattinger's version but perhaps a little less
precise. Soft, fragrant. (JH) 13%
Drink 2024 – 2028

16

Alzinger, Loibenberg Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. Sandy, stony soil over granitic gneiss. 414 m from the Danube,
terraced and steep at up to 394 m. 
Rich, open, pear-fruited aroma. Invitingly aromatic. Light dusting of spice, soft
and pure. Lighter on the palate than I expected from the nose. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2025 – 2030

16

Alzinger, Loibenberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. Sandy, stony soil over granitic gneiss. 414 m from the Danube,
terraced and steep at up to 394 m. 
Rich, deep and spicy citrus aroma. Really open. Firm, deep and intense with
great purity. Still not a full-throttle Smaragd but perfectly balanced and long. A
baby. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2025 – 2035

17

Frischengruber, Loibenberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. Sandy, stony soil over granitic gneiss. 414 m from the Danube,
terraced and steep at up to 394 m. 
Ripe lemony aroma with a hint of apricot as well as a light spicy/mineral touch.
Deep-fruited and more intense than many of these Wachau 2022s, with notable
and mouth-watering persistence. (JH) 13%
Drink 2024 – 2032

17

Simon Gattinger, Loibenberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. Sandy, stony soil over granitic gneiss. 414 m from the Danube,
terraced and steep at up to 394 m. 
More stony than citrus at the moment but still scented with fruit. Almost
smoky-mineral. Tightly wound by the acidity and lots of texture here, as much
texture as flavour. A distinctive style with a long, mouth-watering moreish finish.
(JH) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2032

17

Gritsch Mauritiushof, Loibenberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. Sandy, stony soil over granitic gneiss. 414 m from the Danube,
terraced and steep at up to 394 m. 
Aroma is powerful, open and a touch spicy. One of the ripest-fruited in this line-
up of 2022 Rieslings so far with both lemon and apricot. Bright, vibrant and a
very fruity style yet with persistent freshness. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2025 – 2032

16.5

Hutter, Loibenberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. Sandy, stony soil over granitic gneiss. 414 m from the Danube,
terraced and steep at up to 394 m. 
Spiced citrus with a touch of white mushroom (but perfectly clean). A sort of
oily mineral side to it. Broad and spicy on the palate, too, but broader than it is
deep. More flavour than refinement. Chewy finish. (JH) 13%
Drink 2024 – 2028

16.5

Emmerich Knoll, Loibenberg Riesling Federspiel 2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. Sandy, stony soil over granitic gneiss. 414 m from the Danube,
terraced and steep at up to 394 m. 
Intense, minerally citrus nose. Crisp and bright and lemony on the palate.
Pristine fruit, decent length. Extreme freshness and nicely dry texture. (JH)
12.5%
Drink 2024 – 2027

16.5

Emmerich Knoll, Loibenberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. Sandy, stony soil over granitic gneiss. 414 m from the Danube,
terraced and steep at up to 394 m. 
Vibrant lemon fruit with a hint of just-ripe pear and spice. Open, full of life and
freshness. Pure-fruited, relatively light but deliciously creamy in the mouth.
Deep, crisp and even, to quote the Good King Wenceslas carol. Pure, long,
refined. (JH) 13%
Drink 2025 – 2035

17

Emmerich Knoll, Loibenberg Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Unterloiben. Sandy, stony soil over granitic gneiss. 414 m from the Danube,
terraced and steep at up to 394 m. 
Not as open as the Alzinger version, but more marked freshness and persistence.
Leaner but longer. Still on the light side for Smaragd though it builds to greater
power as it warms in the glass. (JH) 13.5%
Drink 2025 – 2032

16.5

Paul Stierschneider - Urbanushof, Loibenberg Riesling Smaragd
2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. Sandy, stony soil over granitic gneiss. 414 m from the Danube,
terraced and steep at up to 394 m. 
More obviously spicy than the Knoll version. More pear than citrus and
invitingly aromatic. On the mid palate this has more of the Smaragd richness you
might expect but it pulls in to a lovely fresh, tight, mouth-watering finish. (JH)
13.5%
Drink 2025 – 2035

17

Tegernseerhof, Loibenberg Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022
Wachau

Unterloiben. Sandy, stony soil over granitic gneiss. 414 m from the Danube,
terraced and steep at up to 394 m. 
Deep aroma of spicy pears and a classic Grüner white-pepper note, as well as a
more stony/mineral character. Surprisingly complex already. On the palate, sour-
fresh and herbal; very dry. (JH) 13%
Drink 2024 – 2030

16

Tegernseerhof, Loibenberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. Sandy, stony soil over granitic gneiss. 414 m from the Danube,
terraced and steep at up to 394 m. 
The fruit aroma is on the riper side, both pear and citrus. But there's an
attractive sour-fresh stony edge to moderate the ripeness. Sour-fresh intensity on
the mid palate yet it fades rather quickly on the finish, leaving the acidity behind.
(JH) 13%
Drink 2025 – 2030

16

Dom Wachau, Loibenberg Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. Sandy, stony soil over granitic gneiss. 414 m from the Danube,
terraced and steep at up to 394 m. 
Super-inviting stony/mineral aroma that is yet full of pure lemon-lime fruit.
Open and expansive. Even creamy. Deep, bright, beautifully balanced. Long, too.
(JH) 13.5%
Drink 2025 – 2035

17

Hutter, Rothenhof Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. Just 86 m from the river, partially terraced. 
Ripe, spicy aroma, broad and spicy on the palate, too. It has the freshness to
balance but lacks the refinement of the higher sites. Spicy aftertaste. (JH) 14%
Drink 2024 – 2028

16

Emmerich Knoll, Schütt Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. South-facing, 587 m from the Danube. Deep, sandy/stony soils. 
Broad, spicy pear aroma with a touch of white mushroom (perfectly clean).
Smooth, relatively soft, with a moderately long spicy aftertaste. (JH) 13%
Drink 2024 – 2028

16.5

Alzinger, Steinertal Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. Terraced south-facing slope 309 m from the Danube. Sloping 27–
62%. Poor sandy soil over weathered gneiss. 
Peppery fresh citrus with a fine stony/herbal lift. Dry, taut, almost salty on the
finish. A light-footed Smaragd in perfect balance in this lighter, more mineral
style with a sour-fresh aftertaste. (JH) 13%
Drink 2024 – 2028

16.5

Alzinger, Steinertal Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. Terraced south-facing slope 309 m from the Danube. Sloping 27–
62%. Poor sandy soil over weathered gneiss. 
Deep and rich with such lovely pure citrus intensity and an attractive minor
smoky note (a positive hint of reduction?). Full and intense in the mouth and
still beautifully fresh. Extreme purity with moderate concentration. Mouth-
wateringly long finish. (JH) 13%
Drink 2025 – 2035

17

Schmelz, Steinertal Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. Terraced south-facing slope 309 m from the Danube. Sloping 27–
62%. Poor sandy soil over weathered gneiss. 
A little riper on the nose than the Alzinger bottling – pear and citrus combined.
Nicely chewy texture and more restrained on the palate than I expected from the
aroma. Tight and mouth-watering with a lightly spiced finish. (JH) 14%
Drink 2025 – 2028

16.5

Tegernseerhof, Steinertal Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. Terraced south-facing slope 309 m from the Danube. Sloping 27–
62%. Poor sandy soil over weathered gneiss. 
Tight limey citrus aroma. Intense, relatively powerful. Smells a little riper-fruited
and broader than the Alzinger version. Spicy, almost toasty on the finish but
balanced by cool citrus purity on the long, sour-fresh aftertaste. (JH) 13%
Drink 2024 – 2032

16.5

Emmerich Knoll, Trum Grüner Veltliner Federspiel 2022 Wachau

Unterloiben. 431 m from the Danube at 203–212 m. Alluvial loess in the lower
part. 
Spicy pear fruit on both the nose and the palate. Cool, relatively simple but
balanced. (JH) 12.5%
Drink 2024 – 2027

16

Mauternbach

Eder, Süssenberg Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2021 Wachau

Sloped area behind the town of Mauternbach. Glacial loess which then transitions
from a loamified zone (brown) into sand. The next layer consists of rubble that was
deposited during the older Mindel glaciation, coming to rest on top of the loess. A
mixture of loess and paragneiss and amphibolite material form the final layer.
207–319 m elevation. 
Ripe aromas of spiced pears. The full-bodied fruit is underscored with an oily
minerality and lingering spice. (PS) 14%
Drink 2024 – 2029

16

Hutter, Süssenberg Grüner Veltliner Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Sloped area behind the town of Mauternbach. Glacial loess which then transitions
from a loamified zone (brown) into sand. The next layer consists of rubble that was
deposited during the older Mindel glaciation, coming to rest on top of the loess. A
mixture of loess and paragneiss and amphibolite material form the final layer.
207–319 m elevation. 
Ripe yellow-fruit aromas give way to a crisp and spicy palate. Markedly different
and restrained from the generous nose – dry and fresh with a chalky texture and
well-integrated alcohol. Good intensity, deep not wide. Stony, herbal and long.
(PS) 14%
Drink 2023 – 2029

16.5

Mautern

Hutter, Silberbichl Riesling Smaragd 2022 Wachau

Mautern. Large site (53.6 ha) at 206–251 m elevation, over 1 km from the
Danube. 
Aromas of lemon oil and lilies. Juicy concentration shaped by a refreshing zesty
texture. Lime juice and lemon balm. Racy and fresh. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2030

16

Eder, Silberbichl Riesling Smaragd 2021 Wachau

Mautern. Large site (53.6 ha) at 206–251 m elevation, over 1 km from the
Danube.
Creamy apricot aromas, thyme and sage, delicate white blossoms. Rich
contoured palate riddled with challenging citrus charm and stony momentum.
Quinine and lime juice, evergreen tension and chalky grip. Beautifully fresh
without becoming bracing. (PS) 13.5%
Drink 2024 – 2033

17
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